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Somerset Safeguarding Children Partnership 

Response for Educational Establishments to the Ofsted 

Thematic Review of Sexual Abuse in Schools and Colleges 

(June 2021) 

 

Communications 

Messages from Ofsted’s Thematic Review of Sexual Abuse in Schools and Colleges 

(June 2021) into harmful sexual behaviour in schools were shared at county-wide 

Designated Safeguarding Lead briefings, also attended by safeguarding governors. 

Advice was also shared with Designated Safeguarding Leads in educational 

establishments in the county, signposting them to support and advice (via the 

Somerset County Council Consultation Line) and to a range of appropriate online 

resources. 

Resources for educational establishments  

In addition, a range of activities are available to support schools around the harmful 

sexual behaviour, as given below: 

• All schools are encouraged to use the harmful sexual behaviour evaluation 

tool, ‘Beyond Referrals’. This is a nationally recognised toolkit and has been 

adopted by the majority of areas in the southwest. Beyond Referrals Schools 

Guidance 

• Local guidance around harmful sexual behaviour has been developed by 

Educational Psychologists and the Education Safeguarding Service. 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-safeguarding-service/ 

• Somerset County Council’s Education Safeguarding Service liaised with 

colleagues in Bristol and North Somerset and have agreed an approach 

aligned to the latest resources being produced across the Avon & Somerset 
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Constabulary area. Resources are available online and shared with links to the 

‘Beyond Referrals’ toolkit at Designated Safeguarding Leads Briefings for 

schools/settings and direct communications with education settings from 

March 2020. 

• All Education Safeguarding staff will be trained to use the Brook Traffic light 

tool to support schools in identifying and responding to harmful sexual 

behaviour. Specific sessions will be run in schools in autumn 2021, and take-up 

and implementation will be evaluated through the annual safeguarding self-

assessment (section 175/157). https://safeguardingsomerset.event-

booking.org.uk/events-list?c=319 

• Harmful sexual behaviour has been added to the model educational 

safeguarding protocol, so that in updating their protocols, educational 

establishments are in line with the most recent update to Keeping Children 

Safe in Education. This can be accessed via the Somerset Education 

Safeguarding Service https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-safeguarding-

service/ 

 

Local public health support 

• Further work is ongoing with schools and colleges through the Education 

Safeguarding Service to ensure that recording and management of all 

concerns and allegations is robust, and that complaints processes are fit for 

purpose. https://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/working-with-

children/safeguarding-in-education/ 

• The school nursing service offers health clinics in schools with an emphasis on 

safe space to share concerns or allegations.  These clinics along with ‘Chat’ 

health texting are promoted as a way that conversations can be held without 

judgement. 

• Links have been strengthened with Barnardo’s and a referral pathway created 

for school nurses to refer young people who make disclosures for support 

alongside safeguarding procedures.  https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-

do/services/somerset-phoenix-project 

• Public health nursing contacts with young people, where concerns are 

indicated, e.g. unprotected sexual activity, pregnancy testing, chlamydia 

screening etc, will always include an exploitation screen/assessment. The 

exploitation assessments are also part of the children looked after 

assessments and occur within the review health assessment. 

• School nurses may also identify themes within schools, such as culture or 

reoccurring incidents of sexual harassment in a school, leading to contact by 
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the school nursing service and a whole school supportive approach taken, in 

addition to the individual support to the young person.  

Wider resources 

• 360 Skills For Life (Community Interest Company) is a new social enterprise 

which secured regional NHS and other funding for provision of a ‘360 

Safeguarding’ educational programme for Year 6 and Key Stage 3 pupils 

across the southwest, to address safeguarding concerns and priorities, and 

locally have funding for five schools (one secondary and four primary). The 

project is led by teachers, focused on behavioural change, and is based on an 

ethos of interactive learning, building skills, confidence, risk awareness and 

decision-making capability rather than knowledge only. 

https://www.360skillsforlife.org/schools/ 

• The project is also having a full academic evaluation undertaken by ImpactEd. 

Consultation is underway to explore opportunities for roll-out across other 

schools/educational establishments in Somerset in line with plans for national 

reach by 2026. 

• All schools have a link Police Community Support Officer and can link with the 

local Youth Project Coordinator  

• The Youth & Policing Education Hub is an interactive tool providing teachers 

and educators access to lesson plans created by Avon and Somerset 

Constabulary aligned to local policing priorities. The lesson plans are available 

here - https://www.youthandpolicing.co.uk/#plans 

 

Somerset Safeguarding Children Partnership 

• The SSCP has invested in ‘train the trainer’ activity for the Brook Traffic Light 

Tool which is now ongoing and supports practitioners across the partnership 

to use the tool safely to identify harmful sexual behaviour. 

https://safeguardingsomerset.event-booking.org.uk/events-list?c=319 

• Children’s social care and the police have collaborated on a joint harmful 

sexual behaviour protocol, effective as of September 2021. Health partners 

have also reviewed their protocols. 

SSCP  

October 2021 
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