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SAFEGUARDING CONVERSATIONS 
 

Members of the SSCB meet regularly with practitioners to discuss a case.  
This offers a reflective opportunity to consider all aspects of practice, 
including what training or additional guidance may have helped or would be 
useful.  
 

June 2017 Safeguarding Conversation 
 
In June the Safeguarding Conversation focused on a 12 year old and her three 
younger siblings.  Following their mother’s death the child was groomed and 
then sexually abused by her father. 
Prior to this coming to light, the school had some concerns about low level 
neglect, and support was offered to the father by the PFSA but he declined. 
 
The meeting was led by three members of the Somerset Safeguarding 
Children Board and was attended by 4 professionals from the children’s 
schools, and Children’s Social Care. 

Good practice identified in this case 
• This was a well-managed CIN case and continuity of practitioners was 

good. 
• There has been a good outcome for the children as they have been 

found permanence and kept together.  The Special Guardian has been 
provided with professional support, including training. 

• The CSC social worker has worked very positively around care planning 
with the family, including the appropriate use of parallel planning for 
adoption, and multi-agency engagement in CLA reviews.  Flexibility within 
CSC has enabled the case to be kept open longer than usual in order to 
promote continuity. 

 

Key learning points 
• Continuity of practitioner has been vital. 
• There is no apparent way to identify, respond to and share information 

about a family who has suffered a sudden bereavement or other 
significant stress.  In this case it appeared to be dependent on the 
family themselves.  There is a need to improve the multi-agency system 
for communication to the school and other relevant partners of a 
significant traumatic event affecting a family. 

• Practitioners working to find the best solution for individual children 
and families do not always recognise the need to use the ’resolving 
professional differences protocol’. 

• It is important that there is a clear understanding by parties of each 
other’s respective roles and responsibilities, including that of the 
carer.   

 

 
Things you should know 

https://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/download/3355/
https://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/working-with-children/local-protocols-guidance/
https://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/working-with-children/local-protocols-guidance/

