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About this Programme
The SSCP recognises the importance of keeping practitioners up to date with the latest
research, knowledge and best practice available in child protection. The training is
developed to provide an inter-agency experience which complements the single-agency
and professional learning opportunities offered by individual agencies.
The SSCP offers all practitioners (paid / voluntary) this valuable opportunity to learn
together through a variety of different safeguarding courses. In addition to the SSCP
trainer, training is delivered by skilled practitioners from many agencies across Somerset.
2020 has offered many challenges for all of us, but it has also allowed us to adapt
and think creatively, with technology being rapidly developed to meet the
growing needs. Throughout the whole of last year we offered courses online and
due to continued uncertainty we are initially scheduling all training to continue to
be delivered this way for now until there is more clarity on any eased restrictions
in relation to social distancing. We are hoping however to be able to offer face to
face courses by September 2021, but going forward we have been really pleased
at how well the online training we have been delivering has been received and so
going forward will be offering a much more flexible and blended approach to the
training offered. We also now offer the opportunity to attend twilight, bitesize’
and weekend training for a selection of our training events to ensure that the
courses offered are as accessible as possible. New courses will become available
during the year in response to identified needs and learning from practice.
The SSCP positively promotes inter-agency working through this training programme.
This is a public document and can be accessed via the SSCP website.
http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/
If you have any queries re booking or course attendance please contact:
Stephanie Gonzalez Quintans - SSCP Business Support Administrator
Tel: 01823 355975
Email: sscptraining@somerset.gov.uk
It was one of the most interactive
and enjoyable 2-day training
courses I’ve attended, despite it
being virtual! … and its always
better when the presenter is
clearly competent in their role!
(Working Together Des Lead Feb. ‘21).
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General Course Information
Pre-Course Preparation
•

Child protection can be a very difficult and emotive subject. The training may
include subjects that participants find difficult. Issues are approached as
sensitively as possible but avoiding issues does not prevent children from being
abused. We advise that you consider beforehand where you can get support
after the course if necessary.

•

Your application form includes a self-assessment of your individual learning
needs. Please ensure that you complete these and return with your application.

•

Please contact the SSCP Training Manager, if you would like to discuss any
concerns prior to attending.

Expectations of Participants
•

Check the course and learning outcomes are relevant to your level of work and
responsibilities for child protection and will meet your own learning needs. If you
are unsure which course you should attend, please refer to the SSCP Training
flowchart on page 10. Attendance on Child Protection and themed courses is
subject to confirmation of underpinning knowledge through attendance at
the Introduction to Child Protection (Inter-Agency) course accredited by the
SSCP or another authorities Safeguarding Children Partnership

•

If you have a line manager, please discuss your application with them and gain
their agreement to your attendance on the training and confirmation that they
will release you on the relevant date. There is a charge for non-attendance.

•

Participants should also discuss with their manager their expectations for the
training and should arrange to follow this up after attendance at the course. A
post-course evaluation approximately one month after the course will be
completed. Managers will be requested to complete an evaluation approximately
three months after their staff have attended. Each of these evaluations will ask
questions in relation to how the training has made a difference from the
perspective of the participant and their manager, and if there has been any
impact in the workplace.
There is an expectation that participants commit to attend the full course,
arriving and leaving at the times specified. A certificate of attendance is
only given for full attendance.

•
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•

Some courses have pre-course reading. Please ensure that you have completed
this prior to attending the course.

•

Information will be emailed to all participants prior to courses, although it is not
necessary to print it, all participants should have looked at the material before
the course
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Allocation of Places
•

Places are not allocated on a first come, first served basis. A good inter-agency
mix is the priority and each agency has an allotted number of places on each
course. Any places not utilised, within 10 days of the course date, are offered to
those waiting. The maximum number of participants on courses is 32, unless
stated otherwise.

•

Should there be increased demand additional courses may be commissioned at
the discretion of the Training Manager.

•

It is not usual to accept multiple bookings for single settings; however, such
requests will be considered on a case by case basis.

•

All courses will start promptly, so please note the start time and allow time for
parking and so on.

•

Certificates of attendance will be given for all courses and can be used to
demonstrate professional development and are important for inspection
evidence. Delegates are responsible for keeping their own record of learning.

Venue Information
•

Where possible please apply for courses near to your working locality. This will
allow you to meet colleagues from other organisations you may work with in the
future.

•

A range of venues are used for training and are chosen for quality and best value.
If you have any special requirements, please state this on your application.

“He kept us focused, he kept the
energy going especially as some of
the issues being discussed could
be distressing, he was excellent!”
(Working Together Update Feb ’20)
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Application Process
•

In order to be considered for any of the SSCP training courses you will first need
to complete and return an online application form accessed through the BOOK
NOW buttons throughout the programme.

•

Application for a specific course on a specific date, does not automatically
guarantee a place.

•

Once your application has been checked and there is a space available on the
requested course you will receive confirmation of your provisional booking, with
a link to complete online payment, which includes an option for payment to be
made through online card payment, or by Transfer Journal for attendees from
Somerset County Council (inc. Local Authority Maintained Schools & Early Years
settings).

•

Prior to the course date booking confirmation will be sent, which will include a
calendar invite and any pre-course materials.

Changes to Safeguarding Training in 2021
We have been busy throughout 2020 working really closely with partnerships and wider
partners across the Avon & Somerset region to review consistency of training offered,
Learning Outcomes for courses and ensure that if you have attended safeguarding
training through one Safeguarding Children Partnership that this is recognised by
another in the region.
In order to make this as clear and transferrable as possible we have agreed
standardisation of the core safeguarding courses offered so that they are called the
same and the core Learning Outcomes from the course are identical, whilst still allowing
for flexibility to adjust to local terminology, processes, policy, guidance, tools and
responses to learning.
The new names for the core safeguarding courses offered from 2021 are now:
Introduction to Child Protection (Inter-Agency)
(Replacing Introduction to Child Protection)

Advanced Child Protection (Inter-Agency)
(Replacing Working Together to Safeguard Children for DSL’s)

Advanced Child Protection Update (Inter-Agency)
(Replacing Working Together to Safeguard Children Update)

Don’t worry though, the course remain the same and any previous training you have
completed under the old titles remain valid – it’s just the name that’s changed so no matter
where you are across Avon & Somerset you’ll see the same courses offered.
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Completing the Course Application Form
All sections must be completed fully and booking requests will not be
processed unless all essential information is provided.

1. Receipt of an application does not guarantee a place on the course (see
page 5 “Allocation of Places”).

2. Please check course fees and note cancellation and non-attendance
charges.

3. Confirmation of acceptance, course and venue details will be via email
prior to the course start date. Please note, whilst we endeavour to send
out confirmation as soon as possible this may not occur immediately at
the time of booking.

“Thank You – I feel I’ve learned
loads!”
(Working Together Nov ’20)
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Procedure for applying for courses
As of Sept. 2021 we have a new booking system for all courses.
If you would like details of any course dates and booking please follow the links below,
or go to the SSCP Training webpage.
The new system allows you to create your own training account, book on courses and
gain instant booking confirmation, see your training history, keep copies of certificates
and any pre and post course material and search for courses provided by the SSCP and
associated partners.
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Course Fees
Training will be charged at an agreed rate per delegate as follows:
All delegates will be expected to pay for places in advance, at the point of booking.
Advanced Child Protection (Inter-Agency) Training - 2 Day
£150 per delegate
Advanced Child Protection Update (Interagency) Training – 1 Day
£85 per delegate
Other Training Offered
Prices for other training offered may vary, and many will be free for practitioners within
Somerset. Please see individual courses for details
Payments can be made online by secure card payment, or by providing Cost Centre
Code (LA Maintained Early Years settings & Schools and Somerset County Council).
Please note that any variation to these charges will be clearly advised on course
information at the time of booking.
These fees and cancellation policy will be subject to review by the Somerset
Safeguarding Children Partnership on an annual basis.

Cancellations
Once a booking is made there will be no refunds given.
If you’re unable to attend a course you’ve booked it is possible to offer the place to
another member of your organisation or company on the original date booked.
Alternatively, if we are provided notice (see below) you may be able to use the place on
an alternative course for the original applicant (subject to availability). If the place
remains unfilled on the day and no rebooking has been received, prior to the date of
attendance, no refund will be given.
If you are unable to attend but wish for a colleague to attend in your place you must
contact us to provide us with the new delegates information to ensure we have their
details in advance of the training date.
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Course Overview
The Inter-agency training offered by the SSCP:
Advanced Child Protection (Interagency) – 2 Day
Previously known as “Working Together to Safeguard Children – Designated
Safeguarding Lead Role”
Advanced Child Protection Update (Interagency) – 1 Day
Previously known as “Working Together to Safeguard Children Update”

Training delivered by other organisations in conjunction with the SSCP:
Basic Awareness of Child Protection (Single Agency) Cascade Pack
Previously known as “Basic Awareness – Child Protection Cascade Pack”
Introduction to Child Protection (Inter-Agency)
Previously known as “Introduction to Child Protection”
In addition to these courses we also offer:
•

Themed Cascade training packages available for those with DSL responsibilities
within their setting who have up to date training. See SSCP website for details.
www.sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/training

•

A series of stand-alone specialist, themed courses which can be accessed after
completion of Introduction to Child Protection, covering a range of key issues
pertaining to child protection and safeguarding.

•

Managers and specialist training courses covering:
Effective Early Help for Families in Somerset
Recognising, Understanding & Responding to Neglect – A Practical
Guide to Using the Neglect Toolkit
Raising Awareness of Child Exploitation
Children and Young People who display Reactive & Harmful Sexual
Behaviours.
Introduction to Inter-Familial Sexual Abuse Perpetrated by Adults.
Introduction to Assessing the Capacity to Protect Against
Interfamilial Sexual Abuse.
Overcoming Barriers to Engaging with Families
Safeguarding Unborn Babies: Multiagency Pre-Birth Planning
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SSCP Training Flowchart
I hold a specific child protection
role within my employment

NO

(This can be delivered ‘In-House’ using
the SSCP Basic Awareness of CP
Cascade Pack)

YES
I have had Introduction to CP
(Inter-Agency) training (or
Advanced Child Protection) in the
last 2 years.

NO

YES
I am a child minder who has not
yet attended Des. Lead / or is due
an update

You need a ‘Basic Awareness’ level
training from your employer

YES

You will need to do ‘Introduction to
Child Protection (Inter-Agency)’
Training Please note – Qualified
Social Workers are not required to
complete the Intro to CP Course

You will need to attend the Advanced
Child Protection Update (InterAgency) training identified training NB
– this supersedes the previous
‘Designated Person in a Childminding Setting’ training

NO
I am safeguarding lead or deputy
lead in my work setting

NO

YES
I have done the ‘Working
Together’ in the last 2 years

NO

Attend a ‘Refresher’ Introduction
Course every two years. You should
also keep up to date through single
agency training, SSCP website,
briefings, newsletters etc

Attend the ‘Introduction to CP’
course, followed by the Advanced
Child Protection (Inter-Agency) course
if in Designated Safeguarding Lead
role

YES
Go on to the I day ‘Advanced
Child Protection Update (InterAgency) 2 years after ‘Working
Together’
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and

Repeat the ‘Advanced Child
Protection Update’ every 2 years; you
should also keep up to date through
single agency training, SSCP website,
briefings, newsletters, etc

Somerset Local Safeguarding Partnership Inter-agency Training Programme 2021/22

Core

Safeguarding
Training
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Basic Awareness Child Protection (Single-Agency)
Training Cascade Packs
The SSCP has designed 3.5 hour training packages that give the basic overview that your
staff need, with regard to their safeguarding and child protection responsibilities. It
offers participants information about the different types of abuse and what to do if you
have concerns about a child, together with up to date information around legislation
and local practices .The cost for this training is £60 for the Cascade Pack and it is
recommended the maximum number of participants per training session would be 40.

The training must be delivered by a trainer who has attended the Working
Together or Working Together Update training within the last two years.
The aim of this training material is to provide suggestions and assistance for those
charged within their agency, to offer training to all staff who do not hold specific
safeguarding roles, on basic child protection. Basic awareness training is single agency
training and does NOT equate to any of the SSCP inter-agency training. (For details see
the SSCP Training Strategy – available on the SSCP website).
To be accredited by the SSCP, this 3.5 hour basic awareness cascade training pack should
be delivered in its entirety. The timings provided on the session plan are for guidance
only.
This pack must be delivered in-house and must not be delivered for profit or
commercial gain.
It is the policy of the SSCP that only people who have completed the Advanced Child
Protection (Inter-Agency) Training (or Previously titled “Working Together” Training)
within the last 2yrs are deemed to be suitably skilled, trained, knowledgeable and
updated in the field of child protection to use this pack to train others. If you have not
completed this within the last 2yrs you should not be using this pack and are doing so
against the advice of the Somerset Safeguarding Children Partnership.
This role also carries with it the responsibility to ensure the devolvement of basic
awareness child protection training to all staff. In order to ensure that this is effective
and current, Designated Safeguarding Leads must ensure that their own training is
updated every two years and that the whole staff group is updated every year. Keeping
Children Safe in Education (Sep ‘20) states “Induction and training should be in line with
advice from the local three safeguarding partners”

The pack provides the information and resources that you will need to train people
within your organisation in basic child protection issues and is updated annually.
Basic Awareness Child Protection Cascade Packs can be downloaded from the SSCP
website training page.
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Introduction to Child Protection (Inter-Agency)
This is a one-day introduction course for practitioners to gain a good understanding of
the basic issues relating to the protection of children. This course is an introduction to
child protection aimed at frontline practitioners and managers who work directly and
indirectly with children and families. Priority will be given to those who have specific
roles and responsibilities within their organisations, in relation to child protection and
safeguarding.
This course is delivered externally and Quality Assured by the SSCP.
PLEASE CONTACT SOMERSET CENTRE FOR INTEGRATED LEARNING FOR DETAILS
OF DATES AND VENUES.
Email: SCIL@somerset.gov.uk
Tel: 0300 123 1967
Please note: If more than 2 years have elapsed since you completed Introduction
to Child Protection training, you may need to complete this course again before
progressing onto the Advanced Child Protection (Inter-Agency) Course.

Aims
•
•

To provide an introductory level of knowledge and understanding about child
abuse.
To provide a local and national perspective, and to know what to do if you suspect
that a child is being abused.
Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course participants will:
• understand the different types of child abuse and the ways that they can affect
children
• have a basic understanding of the way that key agencies work to protect children
• have a clear understanding of the Somerset child protection referral procedures
• have had the opportunity to develop better inter-agency working partnerships
and consider the unique responsibility that each has in the protection of children
• have an understanding of their own professional responsibility in relation to child
protection

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
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Advanced Child Protection (Inter-Agency)
NB – This course was previously known as “Working Together to Safeguard
Children – Safeguarding Lead Role” and has changed its title in order to provide
consistency across the Avon & Somerset Region. This training and certification is
still valid and the course content remains the same.
This two-day course provides staff, who have a responsibility for completing
safeguarding assessments and requesting the involvement of other services, or holds a
designated role within their organisation or setting, with an unrivalled opportunity to
unpick process and procedure in assessing ‘the right service, in the right place, at
the right time’.
Participants are taken through an interactive case study designed to provide the
maximum opportunity to consider how a multi-agency approach to safeguarding
provide the best care for our children and young people within Somerset. A must if you
have you have a responsibility in an advisory role or training delivery within the
organisation, or simply want to develop a greater understanding of how Working
Together to Safeguard Children July ’18 is translated into practice.
This course is ‘experiential learning’ and participants will be expected to take
an active role in their learning and sharing practice.
•
This course will provide an opportunity for participants who have already received
basic child protection training to improve their understanding and knowledge of
their own and other’s responsibilities.
•
It will be an opportunity to explore with colleagues from other organisations the
challenges and benefits that exist in working in a multi-agency system and to
promote and improve inter-agency best practice.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course participants will:
•
have a sound understanding of principles and processes for effective collaborative inter-agency
work
•
communicate and develop inter-agency working relationships to promote and safeguard the
welfare of children and young people
•
understand the contribution made by other key agencies to safeguarding children
•
understand legal and organisational frameworks, including levels of accountability of decision
making
•
have an understanding of their own professional responsibility in relation to child protection.

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
This course is designed for practitioners who have a lead /designated role within their organisation or setting and have a
need to extend their knowledge about safeguarding children as you have a responsibility in an advisory role or training
delivery within the organisation.
Please note you cannot apply for the Advanced Child Protection course unless you have completed the SSCP endorsed
Introduction to Child Protection Course (Inter-Agency), or equivalent Level 2 training or qualification, e.g. BA Hons Degree
or Post Graduate Diploma in Social Work/Intercollegiate safeguarding training within the last 2years.
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Advanced Child Protection Update
(Inter-Agency)
This is a one-day course that is designed to meet the requirements of those
practitioners who have previous experience in a safeguarding role and whose agency
is not subject to improvement actions as a result of inspection.
The course is also suitable for health professionals working towards your level 3, those
who have completed the Advanced Child Protection (Inter-Agency) within the last 2yrs
and Registered Childminders who have completed the Introduction to Child Protection
course in the last 2yrs and replaces the previous standalone “Child Protection for the
Designated Lead Role for the Childminder” training.
This course serves as the Update course required every 2 years for all people who hold
a lead designated role.
Aims
•

•

This course will provide an opportunity for participants who have already
received Level 2 child protection training to improve their understanding and
knowledge of their own and other’s responsibilities.
It will be an opportunity to explore with colleagues from other organisations
the challenges and benefits that exist in working in a multi-agency system and
to promote and improve inter-agency best practice.

Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course participants will:
•
have an understanding of principles and processes for effective collaborative inter-agency work
•
communicate and develop inter-agency working relationships to promote and safeguard the
welfare of children and young people
•
understand the contribution made by other key agencies to safeguard children
•
understand legal and organisational frameworks, including levels of accountability of decision
making
•
have explored the balance between vulnerability and resilience for children and families in need
•
have an understanding of their own professional responsibility in relation to child protection.

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking

The course is designed for practitioners who are either:
Working within an agency that is not subject to improvement actions as a result of inspection and who
may not hold a lead designated role or a health professional working towards your level 3
Please note you cannot apply for the Advanced Child Protection Update course unless you have
completed the SSCP endorsed Introduction to Child Protection (Inter-Agency) Course, or equivalent
Level 2 training or qualification, e.g. BA Hons Degree or Post Graduate Diploma in Social
Work/Intercollegiate training and Advanced Child Protection Training (where relevant,) in the last 2yrs
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Themed

Courses
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Effective Early Help for Families in Somerset

This series of free online workshops have been developed by multiagency partners
coming together to share their knowledge and expertise on how to best support families
through Early Help and offers practical advice covering all of the core elements needed
to prevent the needs of families escalating.
The workshops are being delivered online in ‘bite size’ sessions of 2hrs a week over
6weeks and covers:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

What is Early Help and Why is it Important for Families?
How to Write an Early Help Assessment (EHA)
How to Run a Team Around the Family (TAF) Meeting and Write a Plan.
Direct Work Tools & Resources to Engage Children, Young People & Families.
Help! I’m Stuck! What To Do When You’re Not Sure What To Do.
Managing Endings and Promoting Sustainable Change.
Aims

Provide Attendees with practical advice and confidence to support families through Early
Help involvement to work proactively to prevent the needs of families increasing.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course participants will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be able to understand the context and importance of Early Help
Be able to complete Early Help Assessments which reflect the level of need for a
family and identify support required to meet that need.
Feel confident in running Team Around the Family meetings and writing Plans
which allow for successful progression of involvement from services.
Be equipped with a range of tools, resources and techniques to engage and
support children, young people & families.
Gain confidence in knowing how to progress involvement with families and steps
to take to gain positive outcomes.
Have a focus on maintaining the focus of involvements with a family and work to
promote independence from services.

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
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Recognising, Understanding & Responding to Neglect
A Practical Guide to Using the Neglect Toolkit
This half day online workshop has been designed to give participants practical
knowledge on how to use Somerset’s Neglect Toolkit to effectively engage with
families on this challenging subject, using the tool to identify and quantify
concerns relating to neglect and develop plans to safeguard children.
This course is open and suitable for all frontline practitioners in Somerset and also
acts as the ½ day follow up course for practitioners from Children Social Care who
have previously attended a full day Recognising, Understanding and Responding
to Neglect theory based training.
Aims
Provide Attendees with practical, working knowledge of how to use Somerset’s
Neglect Toolkit to address concerns relating to children living in neglectful situations.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course participants will:
•

Identify where neglect exists and at what level so that support can be targeted in
the right areas

•

Help track improvements and prevent deterioration or drift

•

Link to effective support for children and families guidelines

•

Support working in partnership with parents to identify areas of strengths, levels
of concern and to be clear with families as to what needs to change

•

Focus and target intervention

•

Link with strengths based, solution focused and relationship-based practice

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
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Raising Awareness of Child Exploitation

A half-day course for practitioners working with children and young people in
Somerset to raise awareness of child exploitation.
Applicants do not have to attend other SSCP courses to apply.
Aims
To understand the experiences and practice issues that relate to children and young
people who are at risk of exploitation.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course participants will:
•

be able to define and understand child exploitation

•

be able to identify risk indicators that a child is being/or is at risk of being
exploited

•

have considered which vulnerabilities contribute to a child being at risk of
exploitation

•

be aware of the different models of child exploitation

•

recognise the links between going missing and exploitation

•

understand young people’s behaviors in the context of perpetrators’ abuse

•

know what safeguarding steps to take if they suspect a child is being exploited

•

raised awareness of County Lines and the risks posed to children and young
people

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
This course is facilitated by
Androulla (Andri) Nicolaou
Prevention Officer and Coordinator
Topaz Child Exploitation Team (Child Sexual & Criminal Exploitation)
Avon and Somerset Constabulary
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Introduction to Children & Young People who display
Reactive and Harmful Sexual Behaviours
This is an interactive workshop covering prevalence, differences between Normal,
Reactive and Harmful behaviours, pathways to behaviours, assessment models
and outcomes. It will propose some intervention methods to manage concerning
behaviours.
It is run jointly with specialist partner agency colleagues who have direct
experience of working with reactive and harmful sexual behaviour.
Aims
To provide participants with basic awareness and knowledge to identify when
children’s behaviours move beyond what could be considered ‘normal’ and
become potentially sexually harmful or pose a risk to others.
Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course participants will be able to:
•

demonstrate increased understanding of children and young people who display
reactive and harmful sexual behaviours.

•

describe indicators of abusive behaviour versus ‘normal’ sexual development

•

have considered a holistic approach to understanding potential risks as well as
the needs of children and young people

•

To gain an understanding of the pathways to Reactive and Harmful Behaviours

•

To learn some intervention techniques and tools to help manage risk.

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
The course is designed for practitioners who have a lead safeguarding role within their
organisation.

NB – The material and subject matter of this course is covered in the 2 Day Advanced Child
Protection (Inter-Agency) Training (previously known as Working Together to Safeguard
Children – 2Day DSL) so it is not necessary to attend both.
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Introduction to Assessing & Managing Intrafamilial
Sexual Abuse Perpetrated by Adults

This Interactive workshop covers prevalence, victim impact, types of sexual
offending and offenders (Contact and Internet), Risk Assessment methods,
Treatment, and working with Denial.

Aims
To provide participants with basic awareness and knowledge of assessing risk of
Intrafamilial Sexual Abuse perpetrated by adults, and techniques and resources to
manage such risks in order to safeguard children effectively.

Learning Outcomes
•

To gain an understanding of the prevalence of child sexual abuse in England and
Wales and its impact on victims.

•

To get a introduction to who sexually abuses children and how perpetrators of
abuse are assessed.

•

To gain an understanding of treatment issues and how to work with admission
or denial in safeguarding children.

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
~ Important ~

This workshop directly addresses sexual harm to children by adult perpetrators.
Participants will need to be aware of the difficult and challenging nature of the subject
matter.
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Introduction to Assessing the Capacity of Adults to Act
Protectively Against the Risk of Sexual Abuse

This Interactive Workshop examines the safeguarding issues concerning carers
who remain with partners convicted or suspected of child – sexual abuse.
It looks at when such assessments will be required, the evidence base and
vulnerability factors. It proposes an assessment model developed from the clinical
work of the workshop facilitator and how to construct a Family Safety Plan where
family rehabilitation is judged viable.

Aims
To provide participants with a basic awareness and understanding of the complexities
of assessing adults capacity to act protectively towards children where there is a
recognised risk and develop safety plans in relation to those risks.

Learning Outcomes
•

To gain a working understanding of the safeguarding issues concerning mothers
and carers in ongoing relationships with convicted or alleged child sex -offenders.

•

To learn about a potential model of assessment of the carer’s Capacity to
Protect.

•

To learn how to develop a Family Safety Plan where risk levels are safe enough
to determine family reconstruction or continuation.

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
~ Important ~

This workshop directly addresses sexual harm to children by adult perpetrators.
Participants will need to be aware of the difficult and challenging nature of the subject
matter.
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Overcoming Barriers to Engaging with Families

Open discussion with parents and carers when there are welfare concerns about a child often
provokes anxiety in practitioners. Professional challenge is part of good child protection
practice.

This course aims to equip leads and practitioners with the skills and knowledge base to
work more effectively with families where there are barriers to engagement.
This is a Train the Trainer opportunity which will enable attendees to cascade this
training within their own organisations.
Attendees should ensure that they have the ability to act in a training capacity within
their organisations before attending.
Aims
•
•
•
•

To increase practitioners’confidence in having difficult conversations.
To understand some of the barriers to effective communication between
professionals
To increase the confidence and ability of practitioners to challenge one another.
To equip attendees with the skills to cascade this training inhouse

Learning Outcomes
By the end of the course participant will:
• have analysed the impact on themselves and others of difficult conversations
• have demonstrated increased their confidence in talking to parents and carers
about welfare concerns about children
• have demonstrated increased knowledge and skills to support them in
professional challenge in an inter-agency context
• Have demonstrated increased knowledge and skills in gaining informed consent
from resistant families
• Have demonstrated increased their confidence in supporting staff in having
'courageous conversations'

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
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Safeguarding Unborn Babies: Multiagency Pre-Birth
Planning

Join staff from across the Partnership to think about how different services can work
together with families to safeguard and support unborn babies.
A key theme running throughout the workshop is how to use the pre-birth period
purposefully to understand wider family context including strengths and vulnerabilities
within the family network.
This will be a practical session giving guidance about how to access and use different
specialist pre-birth tools in practice.
The training is delivered by practitioners from Childrens Services, Midwifery and Public
Health Nursing.

Click Here for Course Dates and Booking
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Domestic Abuse
1

Introductory Course (Level One)

Domestic Abuse: Identifying the signs and how to respond
What is the purpose of this course?
It aims to increase understanding of domestic abuse, and help people know how to
respond. The course will also provide an introduction to assessing risk using the Safe
Lives DASH RIC, and how to access local specialist domestic abuse support.
Who is the course suitable for?
Anyone who has contact with people who may be affected by domestic abuse as part
of their work, and is open to statutory, voluntary and private sector agencies.
2

Domestic Abuse and Teenage Relationships (Level Two)

This level 2 Domestic Abuse course is to help professionals to know more about how to
respond to teenage relationship abuse.
The aims of the course are:
• To understand current research findings in relation to the prevalence and nature
of domestic abuse between young people
• To consider common attitudes held by young people towards domestic abuse
and how to engage and challenge
• To explore some of the reasons why it is difficult for young people to recognise
and disclose abuse in relationships.
• To understand some of the ways in which young people may behave in response
to abuse
• To understand the importance of risk assessment and safety planning
• To understand the importance of child protection measures and of working with
other relevant agencies.
3

Domestic Abuse Refresher (Level Two)

The aims of this course are to:
•
•

Build on existing knowledge of domestic abuse to better identify victims and help
access support
Increase awareness of interventions to support victims and perpetrators

Please note that prior to attending any of these specialist courses, you must have
attended an introductory level (Level One) domestic abuse course,
either in Somerset or elsewhere.
Alternatively, normally you will be required to evidence having substantial
experience of working with people affected by domestic abuse.
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4 Engaging Safely with Perpetrators of Domestic Abuse (Level Two)
The aims of this course are to:
• identify the themes of abusive behaviour and their possible motivation
• recognise the challenges posed by perpetrators when assessing domestic
abuse
• understand the most effective working practice when seeking to engage
perpetrators of domestic abuse
• develop ways of identifying who is doing what to whom and with what
consequences
• work within a context of monitoring risk and keeping safety at the focus of all
practice.
• to be aware of local services and care pathways for victims and perpetrators
of domestic abuse within Somerset
• have safe conversations with those using abusive behaviour and encourage
the seeking of help and support

For more information and to book onto these courses please follow the link
below:http://www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk/training/

Please note: There is an expectation that participants have attended an Introduction to
Child Protection (Inter-Agency) course or are able to demonstrate an equivalent
knowledge.
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Virtual Learning and Cascade Training
SSCP have created a suite of eLearning and cascade packs available to all our partner
agencies. These learning opportunities have been created by representatives from all our
partners to ensure they are up to date and relevant to all members of the Somerset
Children’s Workforce.
Please follow the link below to our website for further details of how to request cascade
training packs and for direct access to our ‘Lunchtime Learning packs’
http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/training

eLearning opportunities are available to all partners free of charge by following the links
below and logging onto The Learning Platform hosted by the Somerset County Council HR
and OD team.
Early Help Assessments - https://somerset.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=1423
Child Exploitation - https://somerset.learningpool.com/course/view.php?id=569
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Multi-Agency Practitioner Groups (MAPIG)
MAPIGs are forums established so that staff from all agencies can meet up regularly to
learn more about specific issues, which relate to children and share positive experiences
of services, as well as gaps in current provision.
Each forum is held three times a year and will be attended by a member of the
Safeguarding Partnership, who can take your issues to the Safeguarding Partnership and
relay information from the Partnership back to forum members.
Forums are held in Taunton, Sedgemoor, South Somerset and Mendip.
We have also recently introduced online MAPIG’s and going forward will be using a
range of live online events, face to face forums and recorded material to share awareness
and learning.
Details of these events can be found via the SSCP website.
http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/
Any new or additional training courses or training information will be posted on the
Somerset Safeguarding Children Partnership website, Facebook and Twitter throughout
2021/22.
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