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In this issue:
This edition contains an article about Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACEs), which are increasingly being referred to in reports and Serious
Case Reviews. There is also a reminder about leaving feedback after child
protection conferences on page 5.
Stay on page 1 to find out how safeguarding arrangements are changing.

Safeguarding arrangements for children in Somerset are
changing!
The legislation relating to safeguarding arrangements changed in 2017
with the Children and Social Work Act, supported by Working Together
to Safeguard Children guidance in 2018. The new arrangements for
safeguarding children in Somerset were published on 26 June 2019 and
will take effect from 1 October 2019 and can be found here.
Key changes to the arrangements are:
• Shared and equal responsibility for safeguarding children within
the Local Authority boundaries lies with the County Council, Avon &
Somerset Constabulary and the Somerset Clinical Commissioning
Group.
• Replacement of the Safeguarding Board with a Safeguarding
Partnership.
• Serious Case Reviews to be replaced by Child Safeguarding
Practice Reviews with more emphasis on practice and learning.
• Transfer of Child Death Overview Panel responsibilities from the
Department of Education to the Department of Health.
• Requirement for independent scrutiny (individuals outside the area)
to assure the quality of safeguarding practice across the County.
There will be no change to key operational processes and procedures,
such as the Effective Support for Families guidance, the Resolving
Professional Differences Protocol, or any of the shared South West
Child Protection Procedures (SWCPP) so please continue to use these.
Further detail regarding the new arrangements is under development
and will be available as the new Somerset Safeguarding Children
Partnership matures. It is anticipated that there will be benefits locally in
building on the previous work of the Safeguarding Board, further
strengthening the partnership, particularly with education and health
colleagues, and hearing the voice
of Somerset children and
families.
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ADVERSE CHILDHOOD EXPERIENCES (ACEs)
ACEs are stressful events that occur in childhood and can a have lifelong impact on
health and behaviour. ACEs may be a one-off event, or an ongoing issue. Research
from the US in the 1990s, and later studies in the UK show that as the number of ACEs
increased, so did the risk of experiencing a range of health conditions in adulthood.

Commonly measured markers of ACEs (NHS Highland)

ACE studies in Wales have identified the scale of
these risks for those with four or more ACEs
compared to those with none to be:
• Four times more likely to be a high-risk
drinker
• Six times more likely to have received
treatment for mental illness
• Six times more likely to be a smoker
• Fifteen times more likely to have been
involved with violence, and
• Twenty times more likely to have been
incarcerated.
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ADDRESSING ACEs
You can help reduce the impact of ACEs by
• preventing household adversity
• supporting parents and families
• building resilience in children and wider communities
• encouraging wider awareness and understanding about ACEs and their impact on
health and behaviour
• Think family! Use encounters with adults in services such as homelessness services,
addiction, prison or maternity services, to also consider the impacts on their children
or future children.

TRAINING
For more details on the free training course ‘Reducing Parental Conflict’ see the SSCB
website.

FURTHER INFORMATION ON ACEs
‘Polishing the Diamonds’ Addressing Adverse
Childhood Experiences in Scotland
2016 report from the Scottish Public Health Network

The paper examines the research findings on ACEs, and
makes recommendations for action.

Public Health Wales has developed a five
minute animation to raise awareness of ACEs,
their potential to damage health across the life

course, and the roles that different agencies
can play in preventing ACEs and supporting
those affected by them.
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PROFESSIONALS’ FEEDBACK
FOR CHILD PROTECTION CONFERENCES
Giving feedback on child protection conferences
The electronic child protection conference feedback form for professionals has
been live since 02/01/2019 with a quick link to feedback being sent to all
professionals with the Child Protection conference outcomes.

We value feedback from all professionals who attend Child Protection
Conferences. Your feedback can help us to learn and improve the way in which
we run conferences and ensure that we make plans that are clear and outcome
focused for the families we work with.
Giving feedback is easy, just click on the link that is delivered in the e-mail with
the child protection conference outcomes and complete the feedback form.
There is no need to register, just complete the form and click Finish.
www.somersetconsults.org.uk/consult.ti/CPConferenceProfessionals/
answerQuestionnaire?qid=5359043

Your feedback is really important to us as responses will be analysed and
themes identified to help us improve the way we run conferences and to ensure
that we are making clear, outcome focused plans with and for the families we
work with. Please help us to improve the services we provide.
Jane Sprague
Service Manager Safeguarding, Care & Quality Assurance

Promoting best outcomes for children through support, review and
challenge.
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Quick links

Information Sharing
Seven Golden rules
1. Data protection is not a barrier to information sharing
2. Be open and honest
3. Seek advice
4. Share with consent where appropriate
5. Consider safety and well being
6. Necessary, proportionate, relevant, accurate, timely
and secure
7. Keep a record
For more information see the government guidance Information sharing, or the
South West Child Protection Procedures (SWCPP) chapter on Information Sharing.

Contact the SSCB!
Your feedback is welcome, please send to lscb@somerset.gov.uk.
The SSCB has a circulation list to send alerts when new newsletters or learning
bulletins are published. If you do not currently receive these alerts and would
like to sign up to the list, visit our website sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk
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