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SSCB Learning Bulletin “Things You Should Know”
March 2018, Issue 10

Somerset Safeguarding
.~ Children Board

In this issue:

The findings from the audit of child sexual exploitation (CSE) cases
conducted by the SSCB’s Audit Subgroups are outlined on page 2.

The learning review of two young children who sustained physical injuries
is on page 3.

This issue of TUSK concludes with an introduction to County Lines,
contributed by DCI Sharon Card.

Read on for details of a new guide on Modern Slavery:

Modern Slavery Awareness and Victim Identification Guidance

A new guide has been produced by the Home Office aimed at both public
sector staff, and any organisation who comes into contact with the

public. Although not intended to replace training, it aims to help anyone who
may not routinely come across modern slavery to recognize the signs and
know what to do.

It’s been published to the Somerset Survivors website at
www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk/materials-to-download

By being aware of the signs YOU could make a difference to someone’s life, so
do take a look and share with colleagues!



http://www.somersetsurvivors.org.uk/materials-to-download

AUDIT SUBGROUPS

The SSCB has two Audit Subgroups (ASG)
which meet on a regular basis to look at the
quality of multi-agency working and
adherence to child protection policy and
procedures.

The audits

The ASGs looked at the journey of 8 children from 8 families in Somerset. The cases were
selected at random from the cohort of children living in Somerset who were identified as being
at risk of child sexual exploitation (CSE). The groups looked at the multi-agency work in
identifying CSE and responding appropriately.

The findings
Managing risks
e Risks were correctly identified and plans put in place to address the risks.

¢ Insome cases the plans were not effective in reducing the risks to the child, particularly for
vulnerable children who had high levels of need and complex family circumstances.

Use of language

« Inone case ‘blaming language’ was used to | €€ from Waltham Forest Youth
describe a child’s behaviour, which Independent Advisory Group to hear from

about (PSE. Children should not be blamed use of non-blaming language.
for their abuse.

Communication between professionals

e Some professionals were not aware of developments in the case because they were not
included in planning, such as CIN groups, Child Protection Conferences or CLA reviews, and
did not receive the notes from these meetings.

e Inone case a partner agency working with a child did not know (until the audit) that the
risk of CSE had been identified for this child.

Things you should know

If you are working with a child where there are child protection concerns then you should
expect to be involved in planning. If you do not receive invitations to meetings, or notes from
meetings, these should be requested.

Where there are difficulties, the ‘Resolving Professional Differences’ protocol can be used. For
more guidance about this procedure see the , or
There is also a summary of the protocol on page 5 of the



http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/Resolving-Professional-Differences-Protocol-review-Nov-2018.docx
http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/somerset/p_escalation.html
http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/somerset/p_escalation.html
http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/download/3434/
http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/download/3434/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-R3FVCEN8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-R3FVCEN8I
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LEARNING REVIEW
CHILD F AND CHILD G

1. The Background
Child F and Child G are siblings. At the time of the incident, Child F was 18 months old, and Child G
7 months old. Both children were found to have unexplained injuries including bruising to the
face, and fractured bones.

2. Safeguarding Concerns
Concerns included domestic abuse, neglect of the children, parental cannabis use, and bruising
reported by third parties.

3. The Incident
Child F presented at his GP practice with bruising to his face and a sore wrist. The GP referred
him to the hospital where he was found to have a fractured wrist; this was on the site of a
previous, healed fracture.
Whilst Child F was in hospital, concerns were raised about bruising to his 7 month old sibling. A
CP medical revealed fractures to the sibling.

4. The Review
TheSSCB Learni ng and adreptghatalthagh théchse dsl nobngest thas p
criteria for either a Serious Case Review or a Serious Incident Learning Review, lessons could still
be learned. Key agencies were contacted and asked to complete agency reflection sheets.

5. Themes identified by agencies
Missed opportunities to safeguard the children  —it is vital to share concerns with other
agencies
Record keeping —itis important for work to be written up in a timely fashion, decisions
recorded, and management advice recorded appropriately.
Third party information —third party information should be acted on, and/or followed up
to ensure a referral has been made.
Inter -agency working —when multiple agencies are involved, identifying a lead professional
and holding a TAC will ensure that a shared plan is created. This will also help ensure that
financial and/or personal crises do not overshadow the needs of the children.
Assessments—need to consider the family composition, and ensure that information is
brought forward from one assessment to the next.
Lack of engagement —this should heighten concern and not be part of the rationale for no
further action in a case.




County lines

What is County Lines?

A typical county lines scenario is defined by the following

components:

A group establishes a network between an urban hub and
county location, into which drugs (primarily heroin and crack

cocaine) are supplied.

A branded mobile phone line is established in the market, to
which orders are placed by introduced customers. The line will commonly (but not exclusively) be

controlled by a third party, remote from the market.

The group exploits young or vulnerable persons, to achieve the storage and/or supply of drugs, movement
of cash proceeds and to secure the use of dwellings (commonly referred to as cuckooing).
The group or individuals exploited by them regularly travel between the urban hub and the county

market, to replenish stock and deliver cash.

The group is inclined to use intimidation, violence and weapons.

The use of Children

‘Vulnerable young people aged between 13 to 18
years are being recruited to be drug runners/
dealers. Most of these young people have accrued
drug debts and the networks are using fear tactics,
threatening them with violence in order to force
them into working for the line.” — NPCC (National
Police Chiefs' Council) Force

Identifying the Signs

e Reluctance to allow access
e Numerous mobile phones
e Drug paraphernalia

e Small bags

e Scales

e Residents sleeping on sofas
e Soiled clingfilm

Child Criminal Exploitation

See the S\WCPP guidance for details on risks and
actions to be taken.

Opportunities for Working in Partnership

e Joint Visits

¢ Intelligence sharing

e Community Protection Warnings / Notices
¢ Housing Disclosures

What is Cuckooing

Cuckooing is the taking over of an address to obtain
access to suitable premises to operate and deal
from. The vulnerable adults targeted are
predominantly class A drug addicts but also include
the elderly, those with mental or physical health
impairments, female sex workers and single
mothers.

Useful Links

NCA—www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk

Direct link to NCA County Lines report

BBC iPlayer — Drugsland ‘county lines mini series’
BBC iPlayer — Britain’s Teenage Drug Runners

Contact the SSCB!

Your feedback is welcome, please send to lsch@somerset.gov.uk.. The SSCB has

a circulation list to send alerts when new newsletters or learning bulletins are
published. If you do not currently receive these alerts and would like to sign up
to the list, visit our website ssch.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk.
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http://www.proceduresonline.com/swcpp/somerset/p_ch_affected_gang_act.html
http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov
http://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/publications/832-county-lines-violence-exploitation-and-drug-supply-2017/file
mailto:lscb@somerset.gov.uk
http://sscb.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/working-with-children/newsletters-and-learning-bulletins/
https://www.facebook.com/somersetscb/
https://twitter.com/SomersetSCB

